DISCIPLESHIP; 
MATURING; FOR GOD’S GLORY; 
Part 1
(1) Mark 12:41-44 “Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched as the multitude put money into the treasury. And a poor widow came, and put in two copper coins, which make a penny.  And he called the disciples to him and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she, out of her poverty, has put in all that she has, her whole living.”

In that scripture we read of how God can multiply our very limited resources, and we must surely be able to see that it is in this very way that our God is glorified. Our old nature, pride, wishes to do things for God; our new nature only wants to be a vessel, used by him FOR HIS GLORY.  It is this new nature, or new order of priorities, which we must keep before us as we look at this question of what God expects to get out of our being reborn into his family.

Most people in this country have heard the first half of the gospel of salvation.  How we have been saved from death and hell, and we're on our way to heaven. How we have peace with God, and absolute assurance of where we're going, and so on. We have no doubt heard how all this is due to the love of God, which caused him to send Jesus Christ.

Now while all the above things are true, and I should think we hold them very dear, never the less, we must take ALL of God's Word and balance scripture with scripture;

We balance;
(2) Jh.3:16 “God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
    With;
(3) Acts 17:30-31 “The times of ignorance God has overlooked, but now he commands all men everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this fact he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.”
And we balance;

(4) Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved; you and your household.”
    With;
(5) Acts 26:19-20 Paul said, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem, and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent, and turn to God, and perform deeds worthy of their repentance.”
We’re told we have been chosen and saved for the praise of his glorious grace;
(6) Eph.l:4-6 “He has chosen us before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us through the Beloved.”
We see we have also been appointed to live for the praise of his glorious grace.
(7) Eph.l:11-12 “In him, according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of his glory.”
And we’re told that we will take possession of our inheritance to the praise of his glorious grace.
(8) Eph.l:13-14 “In him, you also who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”
We must remember we were bought with a price so that we might glorify God in our bodies.
(9) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have received from God. You are not your own, you were bought with a price, so glorify God in your bodies.”
We were saved to bear fruit to the glory of God.
(10) Jh.l5:7-8 “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”

(11) Matt.7:15-20 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You shall know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you shall know them by their fruits.”

(12) Jh.l5:16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give it to you.”

(13) Matt.7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.”

(14) Rom.7:4 “You have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that you may bear fruit for God.”
We are given his Spirit so that we can witness effectively for Jesus Christ, and so bear fruit for God.
(15) Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

(16) Acts 5:32 “We are witness of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

And we must never forget;
(17) lPet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

Have you found the secret contained in the beginning of?;
(18) Ps.40:8-10 “I delight to do your will my God, for your law is in my heart. 

    I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation. 

    I have not restrained my lips, as you know Lord. I have not hidden your saving help in my heart. 

    I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation. 

    I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.”

But we must never forget;
(19) 1Pet.2:20-21 “What credit is it to you, if, when you do wrong, and are beaten for it, you accept it patiently? But if, when you do right, and suffer for it, you take it patiently, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”
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We have been saved to serve as priests.

(20) 1Pet.2:1-5 “Put away all malice and all guile and insincerity, envy and all slander. Like new-born babes long for the pure spiritual milk (of the Word - KJV), that by it you may grow up to salvation, for you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

    Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight, chosen and precious, and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifice acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

(21) 1Pet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’ own people, that you might declare the wonderful deeds of him who brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

(22) Heb.13:15-16 “Through Jesus Christ let us continually offer up to God the sacrifice of praise, which is the words of our lips  acknowledging his name. Do not neglect to do good, and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are acceptable to God.”

23) Rom.l2:1-2 “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your minds, that you may know what the will of God is; what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

(24) Rom.15:15-16 Paul said, “I have written to you very boldly by way of a reminder, because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the Gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles my be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”

(25) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lust, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds. And put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

(26) Matt.25:40 “I tell you, whatever you do to one of these, the least of my brethren, you do to me.”
We have been saved to give "full time service" to God.
(27) 1Pet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you might declare the ‘praises’ (KJV) of him who brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

(28) Col.3:23-24 “Whatever your task, work heartily, as though serving the Lord and not men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as the reward, for you are serving the Lord Christ.”
We have been saved to be intercessors.
(29) 1Tim.2:1-8 “First of all I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men; for kings, and all who are in high positions, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, godly and respectful in every way. 
    This is good, and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony to which was borne at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

    I desire that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands to God, without anger or quarrelling.”

(30) Is.59:14-16 “Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off; truth has fallen in the public squares, and uprightness cannot enter. Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.

    The Lord saw it and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intervene. Then his own arm brought him victory, and his righteousness upheld him.”

(31) Ezek.22:30 “I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall, and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none.”
We have been saved to be church builders.
(32) 1Cor.12:7 “To each is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

(33) 1Cor.14:26 “When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.”

(34) Eph.4:11-16 “His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we are no longer children, tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.

    Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Christ who is the head, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love, when each part is working properly.”

(35) Heb.10:24-25 “Let us consider how to stir one another up to love and good works. Not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as we see the Day approaching.”

SUMMARY TEXT: 2Cor.6:14 – 7:1
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